DEBORAH PERLE IBONWA, ESQ. Portland,
ME (207) |

LinkedIn
Summary

Attorney with civil rights and political background working to advance racial equity and empower Maine’s
low-income populations through systemic advocacy, impact litigation and legal services. 1+ years of
experience in civil litigation, document review, legal research, legal drafting and client consultations.

Work Experience

Maine Equal Justice Augusta, ME
Policy & Legal Advocate December 2019 - Present

¢ Policy Lead on General Assistance (GA), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) , and Equitable Access to Anti-Poverty Programs:
- Research and data analysis
- Conduct Legislative Advocacy
- Conduct Administrative Advocacy
- Participate in Maine Immigrants’ Rights Coalition (MIRC) advocacy through membership
and Board service
- Serve as member of TANF Advisory Council

¢ Legal Research and Litigation Support:
- Identify and assess opportunities for litigation
- Help develop legal strategy and advance litigation as appropriate
- Provide legal support to the policy and legal services teams
- Prepare and draft legal documents, pleadings, motions, briefs and appeals

e Education, Outreach, and Coalition Work
- Develop education materials and conduct education forums as requested.
- Conduct outreach and training on TANF, GA, immigrant eligibility and advocacy initiatives for
provider agencies and client organizations throughout the state.
- Participate in various groups and coalitions, including, but not limited to, MIRC, the Asylum Seeker
Working Group (Greater Portland) and the New Mainer Community Collaborative (Lewiston/Auburn)

Petruccelli, Martin & Haddow, LLP, Portland, ME
Associate Attorney, July 2018 — September 2019
¢ Drafted discovery requests, responses and dispositive motions in wide range of legal fields
e Conducted client interviews
e Drafted estate planning documents
e Represented client in unemployment compensation appeal hearing
¢ Submitted request and supporting evidence to Social Security Administration re: termination
of representative payee
e Participated in ME College of Trial Advocacy 2-day program, conducting mock closing and
opening statements as well as cross and direct witness examinations.

Legal Intern Experience

Pine Tree Legal Assistance | Portland, ME Legal Intern | September 2017 — October 2017



= Strategized methods of educational outreach for attorneys regarding assisting and approaching
domestic violence victims

* Conducted research on laws surrounding U & T-Visas, visa application process, and evidence to
gather for declaratory statements

International Justice Project | Newark, NJ Legal Intern | January 2017 — April 2017
* Conducted intake and interviews re: experiences generating need for asylum and resettlement needs

*» Performed legal research and drafted briefs regarding noncompliance by States Parties to be submitted
to International Criminal Court

* Drafted and submitted Global Magnitsky application to U.S. Congress.

Wanda Akin & Associates | Newark, NJ Legal Intern | January 2017
» Drafted motions to sever, sentencing memoranda, and other legal documents under close deadlines

» Conducted legal research regarding sentencing guidelines to be submitted to state and federal court

Human Rights Watch | San Francisco, CA U.S. Program Graduate Intern | October 2016 — December 2016

» Conducted legal research on issues regarding private/for-profit probation practices in the U.S. as raised
by media and other human rights organizations

District Office of Congresswoman Chellie Pingree Portland, ME | Congressional Intern, July 2013 — August 2013
» Recorded and resolved constituent concerns

Education

University of San Francisco School of Law San Francisco, CA | Juris Doctor | May 2017 CALI Award:
Highest Marks, Comparative Financial Law
Clark University Worcester, MA | B.A. Political Science — Cum Laude | May 2014

Community Engagement

ME Bar Association BIPOC Section, ME, Member, July 2020 — Present

e Practice teamwork and collaboration with fellow members to brainstorm talent acquisition
strategies which prioritize POC lawyer acquisition

e Practice issue-spotting racially inequitable practices within ME Bar Association

e Contribute progressive ideas for racial justice and systemic reconstruction of ME judicial system
and legal education

ME Bar Association Diversity Committee, ME, Member, July 2020- Present

e Collaborate with law firms on recruitment strategies to bring more Black and brown lawyers to
Maine

e Reach out to organizations working with Black youth to talk about careers in the law

e Partner with University of Maine School of Law, state colleges and universities on diversity and
inclusion and career recruitment programs



Recommend training and education for POC-advantageous programs, ally organizations and
staff

Suggest changes for improvements to MSBA’s Continuing Legal Education (CLE)
programming
Survey MSBA members to collect data on how they identify themselves racially.

Climate Equity Subcommittee, ME, Member, July 2020 — Present

Contribute critical assessment of recommendations for climate change in ME with racial equity
perspective

Review and analyze racial assessments completed by UMaine Mitchell Center on
recommendations to ME Climate Council

Collaborate with Climate and Equity subcommittee members to identify gaps in outreach and
education regarding the work of Climate Council and relevant issues

Maine Equal Justice, Augusta, ME Board Member, January 2019 -
November 2019

= Coordinated with other board members and staff to plan methods of systemic advocacy for low-income
populations in Maine

*» Tracked and analyzed recent policy decisions in the Maine courts and
Legislature

* Translated informational documents to French to be circulated to non-English speaking Mainers

= Participated in making decisions, provided fiduciary oversight, and
assisted with policy development regarding the organization

Maine Immigrants’ Rights Coalition, Portland, ME Board Member, January 2019 - Present

= Track and analyzes recent policy decisions in the Maine Legislature through monthly board meetings
and weekly teleconference

= Plan strategic methods of advocacy, outreach, community building, and education for impacted
populations.

= Participate in making decisions and policies regarding the organization

Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project, Portland, ME Volunteer Interpreter, May 2018 - Present
* Conduct Lingala, French and English interpretation for asylum seekers and Pro Bono attorneys

Languages Spoken

* Fluent in French and Lingala; understanding of Swahili





