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Capisic Pond is the largest fresh water body in the City of Portland. This man-
made pond was originally built in Capisic Brook to run a grist mill in the mid-
1600’s. The pond itself has changed over the years - in the 1950’s there was
about 7.7 acres of water, but by 2010 there were only two acres of open water,
due to growth of cattails and sediments. These changes negatively impacted
both recreational opportunities and the quality of wildlife habitat at the pond
and park. Strong neighborhood and community advocacy led to a lengthy
public process to develop a pond restoration plan that would remove
accumulated sediment and cattails in order to provide more open water for
recreation, increase the variety of and improve the quality of waterfowl and
wading bird habitats.
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As a result of the restoration work, the pond has been opened back up to 4.5
acres. The pond is a wildlife destination for birders in the city and the

pond has a collection of snapping and painted turtles. Before any dredging
could occur, a cofferdam of sandbags was built complete with a bypass
pumping system to allow the pond to drain. During this time, a wildlife
biologist was hired to capture and tag approximately 250 turtles and
temporarily relocate them to the ponds upstream at Evergreen Cemetery.
These turtles were recaptured last year and returned to Capisic Pond. As a
measure to keep the cattail growth low and keep the wildlife returning, three
zones were built as part of the bank design. The pond and edge habitat
created a defined pond edge with a depth that is deep enough to discourage
cattail growth. The wetland shrub habitat was planted with varying native
species to provide areas for wildlife to thrive, by creating habitat to feed, nest
and to provide refuge for a variety of species.
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The transition zone minimizes visual obstruction from the park by adding woody plants to increase the wildlife
habitat, improve aesthetic qualities of the park, and provide shading for the marsh and pond. Approximately 16,000
cubic yards of sediments were removed from the pond area. Continued on back

LOOKING FOR CREDITS?

Check out all Creditworthy BMPs in the Credit Manual.
Visit: www.portlandmaine.gov/stormwater
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Just over half of that sediment was
trucked to the Scarborough Fish and
Game Association and was used for
improvements to their trapshooting
field. The rest of cattails that were
removed were used as matting
material in conjunction with heavy
wooden crane mats to allow the heavy
equipment to maneuver the site while
still protecting the wetland.

The total cost of this project was $1.5
million. The City celebrated the
completion at an event on November
5th, 2016. The project won two awards:
The Build Maine Award on April 12,
2017, given by the Maine Chapter of
Associated General Contractors and
the ACEC (American Council of
Engineering Companies) Engineering
Excellence Award on November 7,
2017.

REMINDER!

Per City Code, please clear
your sidewalks after the storm
ends. Business have 12 hours
and residents have 24 hours to

clear the snow and ice.

Residents may pick up sand

and salt mix at the Payson
Park Little League Field
parking lot.

Limit of two 5-gallon
pails at a time.

Be sure to bring a
bucket and shovel!

Greener Neighborhoods
Cleaner Streams
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CONTACT

From the Billing Office

Recently sold your property? Please notify our billing office at
207-874-8660. They are happy to help transfer the bill to a new
owner.

Paying by check? Please write your account number in the memo
line.

Want to pay online? www.portlandmaine.gov/stormwaterbilling
Want fewer bills? Call about paying in advance for the fiscal year.

Good Neighbor Tips

MINIMIZE SAND AND SALT FOR SNOW REMOVAL

Pre-treating with a light coating of brine or ice/snow melt can help
snow from sticking and wet surfaces from freezing. Homemade brine
can be made by mixing 2lbs of salt with one gallon of water.

Always use the least amount of ice melt necessary to get the job done
and remember that no amount of salt will remove ice when
temperatures remain well below freezing.

All salt products, despite how they are marketed, can be harmful to
landscaping, pets, walkways, vehicles, wildlife, drinking water wells
and fresh water bodies due to the corrosive nature of chlorides.

There is growing evidence that our increased reliance on salt-based
deicers over the last 40 years is resulting in greatly elevated chloride
levels in the soil, groundwater, and freshwater systems located near
developed areas. The only way to reduce their impacts is the minimize
their use.

Cleaning up excess sand and salt in the spring and between storms
can help reduce the amount of pollutants getting into our local waters.
Clear ice and snow away from catch basins near your home to help
the street drain and avoid icy patches and flooding.

Shovel snow onto vegetated areas to allow the melted snow to be
filtered by the ground and plants, reducing nitrogen and salt that
may otherwise end up in our waterways.

GREEN TIP!

RECYCLED OR UPCYCLED WASTE PRODUCTS CAN BE USED FOR
PRE-TREATMENT, INCLUDING SUGAR BEET JUICE, PICKLE JUICE &
CHEESE BRINE. SOME OF THESE ARE SOLD IN STORES, WHILE
OTHERS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES.

STORMWATER CUSTOMER SERVICE
207-874-8462
SWCREDIT@PORTLANDMAINE.GOV
BILLING OFFICE
207-874-8660
SWBILL@PORTLANDMAINE.GOV
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