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Chapter 15  LICENSES AND PERMITS* 
 
 

---------- 
*Cross reference(s)--Uniform procedure for assessments, § 1-16; 

administration, Ch. 2; funds due to city, § 2-201 et seq.; permits for burglar 
alarm systems, § 2.5-17; license for bottle clubs, § 3-26 et seq.; license for 
amusement devices, § 4-26 et seq.; license for music, dancing and special 
entertainment, § 4-51 et seq.; license for gaming, § 4-81 et seq.; license for 
sidewalk tanks and pumps for petroleum products, § 10-116 et seq.; inspection 
performance requirements, § 11-37; license for food service establishments, § 
11-46 et seq.; license for street vendors, § 19-29 et seq.; license for transient 
sales, § 19-56 et seq.; license for pawnbrokers, junk dealers, secondhand dealers 
and flea markets, § 23-26 et seq.; excavator license, § 25-119; license for 
wreckers and vehicle towing, § 28-286 et seq.; licenses for taxicabs and 
limousines, § 30-31 et seq.; licenses for horse-drawn cabs, § 30-42 et seq. 
---------- 
 
Art. I.  In General, §§ 15-1--15-14.5 
Art. II.  Reserved, §§ 15-15--15-20 
Art. III. State Liquor Licenses and Special Entertainment Licenses, 
  § 15-21 
  Div. 1. Renewals, §§15-21--15-30 
  Div. 2. Site Restriction, §§15-31--15-40 
  Div. 3. Training Requirements, §§15-41--15-43 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
 

Sec. 15-1. Definitions. 
 

Words used in this chapter shall have their common meanings 
except that, as used in this chapter or in chapters related to this 
chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth in 
this section, unless the particular licensing provision, or the 
context in which the term appears, clearly establishes that a 
different meaning was intended: 
 

Actual ownership interest shall mean and include any legal or 
equitable interest in either the licensed firm, corporation, 
partnership or other entity, or the assets of that entity which are 
the subject matter of the license, other than any mortgage or 
security interest created solely as security for valuable 
consideration. In the case of stock in a corporation, the term 
shall be limited to those persons who individually or collectively 
have an interest in more than one-half of the voting shares of the 



City of Portland Licenses and Permits 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 15 
Sec. 15-1 Rev. 3-7-2016 
 

15-2 

corporation. In the case of a limited partnership, the term shall 
not include ownership of limited partnership shares. 
 

Bona fide nonprofit organization shall mean and include a bona 
fide nonprofit, charitable, educational, political, civic, 
recreational, patriotic or religious organization, which is 
organized under the provisions of 13 M.R.S.A. § 901, or 13-B 
M.R.S.A. § 201, or which is recognized as such by the Internal 
Revenue Service under 26 U.S.C.A. § 501(c)(3). 
 

Bottle club means any person operating on a regular basis a 
premises for social activities in which members or guests provide 
their own alcoholic beverages. 
 

Disqualifying criminal conviction shall mean and include any 
conviction for any criminal offense punishable by imprisonment for 
any period of time, whether or not the sentence was imposed or 
served, but shall not include any conviction which is shown to have 
been set aside on appeal or collaterally, or for which a pardon, 
certificate of rehabilitation, or the equivalent under the law of 
the sentencing jurisdiction has been granted, or which is not 
rationally related to the purpose of licensing the particular 
activity or device. 
 

Person aggrieved shall mean and include any person whose 
license is suspended or revoked or whose license application is 
denied by any administrative official charged with responsibility 
for the granting or supervision of any license. 
 

Principal officers shall mean and include the applicant and 
any officer, director, partner, owner, manager, or person who 
either has an actual ownership interest in the entity or directs 
any policy of the entity. 
(Code 1968, § 901.3; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 562-84, § 1, 4-23-84; 
Ord. No. 183-84, 9-24-84; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016) 
 

Cross reference(s)--Definitions and rules of construction generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 15-2. Applicability. 
 

(a) It is the sense of the city council that, to the extent 
practical, licensing procedures within the city should be uniform, 
and should be conducted at all times so as to give the maximum 
degree of protection to the licensee consistent with protection of 
the public health, safety and welfare. To that end, this chapter 
shall apply to all licenses and permits issuable by the city 
through the Permitting and Inspections Department, and all licenses 
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and permits issued by the state to which the city council have a 
right or duty to offer recommendations, comments, or to consent, 
set forth in this Code.  Notwithstanding the aforesaid, any more 
stringent licensing or other requirement of this Code which is not 
inconsistent with this chapter, shall be deemed to be an additional 
requirement of this chapter. 

 
(b) The Director of the Permitting and Inspections Department 

or his or her authorized designee shall be responsible for 
licensing of taxicabs and liveries under article II of chapter 30, 
and all references herein to the Permitting and Inspections 
Department shall be to the said director in regard to such 
licensing. 
(Code 1968, § 901.1; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 562-84, § 2, 4-23-84; 
Ord. No. 294-04/05, 6-20-05; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-
2017) 
 
Sec. 15-3. License required. 
 
 (a) No person shall engage in, operate any business, or use 
or permit the use of any device for which one (1) or more licenses 
are required by this Code or permit others operating under such 
licenses to act, without having obtained each and every such 
license required therein and shall not operate or use such license 
or device during any time that the applicable license has been 
suspended or after revocation as provided herein. 
 

(b) A license may be issued pending receipt of the criminal 
history report from the State Bureau of Identification for 
pawnbrokers, junk dealers, secondhand dealers and flea markets as 
defined in Section 23-16, provided that the Permitting and 
Inspections Department has received all other documentation 
required for the issuance of such license and a copy of the 
applicant’s criminal history record from the Portland Police 
Department, which criminal history record does not contain a 
disqualifying criminal conviction. If, after issuance of the 
license, the Permitting and Inspections Department receives a 
criminal history report form the State Bureau of Identification 
that contains disqualifying information, the Permitting and 
Inspections Department shall immediately move to suspend or revoke 
the license pursuant to Chapter 15 Section 15-8(a)(6) of the City 
Code. 
 

(c) Any person engaged in, or operating any business or 
activity, or who uses or permits the use of any device for which a 
license is required, shall procure a license for each and every 
such business activity, device or location of each activity or 
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device unless this Code specifically provides to the contrary. 
 
 (d) Every license shall be exhibited in a conspicuous place 
on the premises, device or vehicle at all times that the premises, 
device, or vehicle is open to the public. 
(Code 1968, § 901.2; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 152-02/03, 2-3-03; Ord. 
No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-4. Licensing authority. 
 
 (a) All licenses shall be issued, denied, suspended or 
revoked and all hearings shall be held by the Permitting and 
Inspections Department except as expressly provided in this Code. 
The Permitting and Inspections Department is authorized to notify 
the state licensing division of bureau of alcoholic beverages that 
the city council consent to the extension of existing state liquor 
licenses to city licensees pending the next meeting of the city 
council. 
(Code 1968, § 901.4; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 576-81, § 1, 3-16-81; 
Ord. No. 361-82, 1-4-82; Ord. No. 562-84, § 3, 4-23-84; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-
7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-5. Applications. 
 
 (a) All applications shall be made in writing on a form 
provided by the Permitting and Inspections Department. Each 
application submitted to the Permitting and Inspections Department 
shall state the name and business address of each applicant, the 
license desired, location to be used, if any, the date of the 
application, and such additional information as may be deemed 
necessary or useful by the Permitting and Inspections Department in 
determining whether such permit or license applied for should be 
issued. 
 
 (b) Other papers: 
 

(1) Any application for a license for which a criminal 
conviction is a disqualification under this Code shall be 
accompanied by a written waiver of the applicant's right 
to privacy or confidentiality under the State Criminal 
History Records Act [16 M.R.S.A. § 611 et seq.] and 
otherwise to the extent necessary for the Permitting and 
Inspections Department, acting through the chief of 
police, to determine whether or not such disqualification 
exists. 

 
(2) If the applicant is other than a natural person, the 
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names of all principal officers shall accompany the 
original application. 

 
(3) A statement to the fact that no employee or officer of 

the city is beneficially interested in the license or 
licenses, or in lieu thereof, a statement of the names of 
such employees or officers as are beneficially 
interested. 

 
(4) In the case of a renewal, the licensee shall submit to 

the Permitting and Inspections Department on a form 
provided by the Permitting and Inspections Department, a 
certified ownership report for the previous twelve (12) 
month period. Such report, among other things, shall list 
the names of all persons, or groups of persons acting in 
concert who at any time during the period had an actual 
ownership interest. 

 
(5) Any organization claiming status as a bona fide nonprofit 

organization shall furnish sufficient evidence of such 
status. 

(Code 1968, § 901.5; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; 
Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-6. Fees. 
 
 (a) Application fees. Except as expressly provided, all 
applications for original licenses or for the consent of the city 
council, other than a flea market seller, temporary FSE or auction 
license, shall be accompanied by an administrative fee of forty-
five dollars ($45.00) to defray the cost of processing the 
application. All applications for renewal of licenses shall be 
accompanied by the fees for issuance and an administrative fee of 
thirty-five dollars ($35.00), except for a flea market seller to 
defray the cost of processing the application. In any case where 
notice by publication or mail is required, the applicant shall pay 
the cost of publication and postage in advance. Application fees 
shall not be refundable. 
 

(1) Applications for any original licenses pursuant to 
Chapter 35, other than licenses for Small Scale 
Caregivers, shall be accompanied by an administrative fee 
of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  Applications for 
renewal of licenses pursuant to Chapter 35, other than 
licenses for Small Scale Caregivers, shall be accompanied 
by an administrative fee of two hundred and fifty dollars 
($250.00). 
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(2) Applications for original Small Scale Caregiver Licenses 

shall be accompanied by an administrative fee of fifty 
dollars ($50.00).  Applications for renewal of Small 
Scale Caregiver Licenses shall be accompanied by an 
administrative fee of forty dollars ($40.00). 

 
 (b) Appeals fee. Appeals from determinations of the 
Permitting and Inspections Department shall be accompanied by a 
filing fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and the appellant shall 
also pay the full cost of publication and postage in advance, if 
such notice is required. For the purposes of this subsection, 
notice by publication shall be deemed to apply to the hearing on 
appeal whenever the requirement of publication would exist in the 
first instance. Appeals fees shall not be refundable except that, 
upon a successful appeal, the Permitting and Inspections Department 
shall credit the appeal fee toward the fee for issuance and shall 
refund any excess. 
 
 (c) Filing fees. Whenever any document, other than an 
application for any license, is required or permitted to be filed 
with the Permitting and Inspections Department in connection with 
any license, and no fee for such filing is otherwise prescribed, 
the fee for filing such document shall be two dollars ($2.00) for 
the first page, and one dollar ($1.00) for each page thereafter. 
Filing fees shall not be refundable. 
 
 (d) Fees for issuance. Fees for issuance of licenses shall be 
as provided in section 15-12. Fees for issuance shall be refundable 
in the amounts, and under the conditions, as set forth in a policy 
adopted by the Permitting and Inspections Department. 
 
 
 (e) Late fees. An additional fee shall be charged for 
issuance of any license after expiration of the holder's prior 
license, unless the application for the renewal license was filed 
prior to such expiration. The additional fee for issuance or 
renewal of any license applied for after the applicant has 
commenced the activity, or has permitted the use of the device to 
be licensed prior to such issuance, shall be ten dollars ($10.00) 
or five (5) percent per month of the fee for issuance, whichever is 
greater, but shall not exceed the fee specified in this chapter for 
issuance of that license. Late fees shall not be refundable. 
 
 (f) Proration. The fee for issuance of an original license, 
unless issued late as provided in subsection (e), and which is 
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issuable on an annual basis, but which when issued will not give 
the licensee twelve (12) full months use prior to expiration, shall 
be reduced by ten (10) percent for each full month that licensee 
will not have the use of the license, but in no case shall the 
license fee be reduced by more than fifty (50) percent. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, there shall be no proration of the 
fee for excavators' licenses issued pursuant to chapter 25, article 
VII of this Code. 
 
 (g) Fees to be cumulative. Fees provided for in this section 
shall be deemed cumulative and shall be in addition to any other 
fee or fees required for the issuance of any permit under section 
15-12. Where a maximum license fee is established by the state, the 
fees set by this chapter shall be deemed cumulative to the extent 
of such maximum fee. 
 
 (h) Refunds where activity subsequently prohibited.  If, 
during the unexpired term of the license, a licensed activity is 
subsequently prohibited by amendment to this Code, the Permitting 
and Inspections Department shall refund to the licensee a portion 
of the license fee in accordance with the formula for proration of 
fees set forth in section 15-6(f). 
(Code 1968, § 901, 6; Ord. No. 231-80, § 901.6, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 554-81, § 
901.6, 3-2-81; Ord. No. 40-82, 6-21-82; Ord. No. 554-85, 5-14-85; Ord. No. 
210-85, § 1, 10-21-85; Ord. No. 30-87, 7-6-87; Ord. No. 424-89, 5-15-89;Ord. No. 
247-04/05, 5-16-05; Ord. No. 224-09/10, 5-17-10; Ord. No. 203-11/12, 6-4-12; Ord. 
No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-7. Investigation of applicant. 
 

(a) Upon receipt of an application for any license or permit, 
other than a renewal application substantially identical to the 
original application, the Permitting and Inspections Department 
shall inquire of other city departments, as appropriate, for 
comments as to whether a license may be granted consistently with 
the provisions of the laws and ordinances enforced by such 
departments.  In all appropriate cases, the building authority 
shall verify that the premises to be used for the proposed activity 
comply with the building code, electrical code, plumbing code and 
zoning ordinance, and if applicable, state junkyard screening law; 
the health authority shall cause inspections to be made of the 
proposed location of any premises dispensing food or liquor; the 
fire chief shall cause inspection to be made for the purpose of 
determining if city ordinances, a state law, or state regulations 
concerning fire and safety have been complied with; and if the 
license is not issuable to any class of persons, the police chief 
shall cause an investigation to be made of the principal officers 
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or persons to be licensed. All such persons shall report to the 
Permitting and Inspections Department in writing, and copies of any 
such report shall be deemed a public record. 

 
(b) Whenever a criminal background check is done prior to 

issuance of a license, any cost of such background check which is 
charged to the City by another agency shall be added to the fees to 
be paid by the applicant. 
(Code 1968, § 901.7; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 115-84, § 1, 8-6-84; 
Ord. No. 247-02/03, 5-19-03; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-
2017) 
 
Sec. 15-8. Standards for denial, suspension or revocation. 
 
 (a) Grounds. In addition to any other specific provision of 
this Code authorizing such action, a license or permit may be 
denied, suspended or revoked upon a determination of the existence 
of one (1) or more of the following grounds: 
 

(1) Failure to fully complete the application forms; 
knowingly making an incorrect statement of a material 
nature on such form; or failure to supply any additional 
documentation required or reasonably necessary to 
determine whether such license is issuable, or failure to 
pay any fee required hereunder; 

 
(2) The licensed activity, or persons on the premises for the 

purpose of participating in the licensed activity, or 
persons patronizing the licensed device have caused one 
(1) or more breaches of the peace; or 

 
(3) There is a clear danger that a breach of the peace will 

occur if the licensed activity is permitted; or 
 

(4) The licensed activity or persons patronizing the licensed 
premises will substantially and adversely affect the 
peace and quiet of the neighborhood, whether or not 
residential, or any substantial portion thereof; 

 
(5) The licensee has violated any provision of this Code in 

the course of the conduct of the activity or device for 
which the license or licenses have been applied for, or 
have been issued; or 

 
(6) The occurrence of any event subsequent to issuance of the 

license which event would have been a basis for denial of 
the license shall be grounds for revocation thereof; or 
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(7) The applicant's or licensee's real or personal property 

taxes, or final judgments due and payable to the city, 
are determined to be in arrears as of the date of the 
license or application; or that real or personal property 
taxes or final judgments due and payable to the city on 
account of the premises for which application has been 
made or a license issued have not been paid in full as of 
the date of the license or application. Real or personal 
property taxes or final judgments that are less than 
thirty (30) days past due at the time of the license or 
permit application, that are less than $500.00, or that 
are determined by the City Manager of his or her designee 
to not be owed as per §2-203(f) shall not be considered 
in arrears for purposes of this section. 

 
 (b) Hearings. 
 

(1) Except as expressly provided in this Code, no license to 
which this chapter applies may be revoked or suspended 
without prior notice to the licensee, and after a 
hearing. 

 
(2) In the case of the suspension or revocation of a license, 

a hearing shall be given to the licensee and a 
generalized statement of the nature of the complaint 
constituting the basis for the proposed action shall be 
included in the notice of hearing. Unexcused failure of 
licensee to appear at the hearing shall be deemed a 
waiver of the rights to said hearing. 

 
(3) Upon a determination that immediate and irreparable harm 

will be suffered by the public prior to the time that a 
hearing on suspension or revocation of a license can be 
scheduled and a finding of probable cause for such 
suspension or revocation, the Permitting and Inspections 
Department may suspend a license, pending hearing, 
effective upon the giving of actual notice to the 
licensee; provided that the Permitting and Inspections 
Department shall give an opportunity to be heard as soon 
as practicable thereafter. At any hearing, the licensee 
shall be given the opportunity to answer the complaint 
and to present evidence. The complainant shall also be 
notified of the hearing and given the opportunity to be 
heard. 
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(4) All suspensions or revocations shall be upon substantial 
evidence and all hearings shall be conducted with 
substantial fairness and strict adherence to the rules of 
evidence shall not be required. 

 
(5) All hearings on suspension or revocation of licenses 

shall be held within thirty (30) days of delivery to 
licensee of the generalized statement of complaint. 

 
 (c) Abandoned licenses. The applicant shall pay the issuance 
fee and obtain any license from the Permitting and Inspections 
Department within thirty (30) days after it has been approved by 
the Permitting and Inspections Department. Upon failure to pay the 
issuance fee and obtain the license within said thirty-day period, 
the approval shall be void and the application deemed abandoned. 
For good cause shown, the Permitting and Inspections Department may 
extend the thirty-day period provided such extension does not 
result in the issuance of the license being delayed more than one 
hundred eighty (180) days from its approval by the Permitting and 
Inspections Department. 
(Code 1968, § 901.8; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 291-83, 12-5-83; Ord. 
No. 562-84, §§ 4, 5, 4-23-84; Ord. No. 196-88, 11-7-88; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-
2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017; Ord. No. 220-17/18, 6-4-2018) 
 
Sec. 15-9. Appeals. 
 
 (a) Procedure. An appeal to the city manager may be taken by 
any person aggrieved by the denial, suspension or revocation of a 
license by the Permitting and Inspections Department by filing a 
notice of appeal and the prescribed fee with the city manager 
within thirty (30) days of the decision appealed from, and not 
thereafter. Every appeal should be in writing and shall state the 
basis for the appeal. Within two (2) business days of the filing of 
an appeal, the city manager shall designate himself or any agent or 
employee to act as hearing designee in the appeal. The hearing 
designee shall hear the appeal within ten (10) business days after 
the filing of the appeal and may affirm, reverse or modify the 
decision appealed from. The taking of an appeal shall not stay a 
decision appealed from, except that at the request of the licensee, 
the Permitting and Inspections Department may stay the effective 
date of a suspension, revocation or denial of a renewal license 
upon a finding that the public is not likely to suffer any harm 
during the pendency of the appeal. In such case, the Permitting and 
Inspections Department shall make a written finding of his or her 
decision in this regard and shall notify the appellant. 
 
 (b) Scope of review. On appeal, the hearing officer shall 



City of Portland Licenses and Permits 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 15 
Sec. 15-9 Rev. 9-24-1984 
 

15-11 

review the decision of the Permitting and Inspections Department 
and any disciplinary action taken pursuant thereto to determine 
whether the decision was based upon substantial evidence and the 
disciplinary action taken was proportionate to the violation. The 
hearing officer may take additional evidence with respect to such 
decision or action and if additional testimony or evidence is taken 
shall determine the appeal upon all of the evidence, except as 
provided in this section. 
 
 (c) Appeal to the superior court. Any person aggrieved by a 
decision of a hearing officer on appeal may appeal therefrom to the 
superior court in accordance with the provisions of Maine Rule of 
Civil Procedure 80B. 
(Code 1968, § 901.9; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 562-84, § 6, 4-23-84; 
Ord. No. 182-84, 9-24-84; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-10. Notices of hearing. 
 
 (a) Content. Whenever a public hearing is required, the 
Permitting and Inspections Department shall give notice of the time 
and place of the hearing, the type of license involved, and the 
nature of the hearing, and the address or location of the property 
involved. 
 
 (b) Service. Except as expressly provided, whenever notice by 
mail is required, such notice shall be mailed by regular United 
States mail at least ten (10) days in advance of the hearing date. 
When notice by publication is required, such notice shall be 
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city at 
least once, not more than thirty (30), nor less than seven (7) days 
before the date of the hearing. Where notice to abutters is 
required, all owners or occupants of property within five hundred 
(500) feet of such parcel or tract shall be deemed to be abutters, 
and service shall be made by ordinary mail at least seven (7) days 
before the date of the hearing. In the case of abutters, the owners 
and occupants of property listed in the assessor's records on the 
last tax date prior thereto, shall be deemed to be the persons to 
whom notice is to be given. The Permitting and Inspections 
Department shall take reasonable measures to notify renters in 
close proximity. 
 
 (c) Notice requirements not mandatory. Failure of any person 
other than the applicant or licensee to receive a notice of the 
public hearing shall not necessitate another hearing and shall not 
invalidate any action taken as a result thereof, except as 
otherwise expressly provided by law. 
(Code 1968, § 901.10; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-2-80; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; 
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Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-11. License not to be transferable. 
 
 (a) No license shall be transferred to any person, to any 
location, or to any other vehicle or device, and no license fee 
shall be refunded if the licensed activity is ceased prior to the 
expiration of the license. All purported transfers not in 
accordance with this section are void. A license shall be deemed 
the subject of an attempted transfer whenever there is a sale of 
the business, vehicle or device, or where there is a change in 
actual ownership interest. Upon any such event, the licensee shall 
immediately surrender the license to the Permitting and Inspections 
Department; except that, in the case of death, bankruptcy or 
receivership of any licensee, the duly appointed executor or 
administrator of the deceased licensee or the duly appointed 
trustee or receiver of the bankrupted licensee or licensee 
receivership may retain the license and operate under the same for 
the benefit of the estate with the written permission and approval 
of the Permitting and Inspections Department until such time as 
such operation is no longer needed to benefit the estate. 
Thereafter, such personal representatives, receivers, or trustees 
shall either return the license to the Permitting and Inspections 
Department or transfer same to any other person, under order of the 
court having jurisdiction and upon written notice to the Permitting 
and Inspections Department. In the interim, between the death of 
the licensee and the appointment of an executor or administrator, 
or in cases where no administration of the estate of a deceased 
licensee is contemplated, the widow or widower or person designated 
by all of the heirs of the deceased licensee may take over the 
license upon written notice to the Permitting and Inspections 
Department. Duly appointed and qualified guardians and conservators 
of the estate of a licensee may retain the license of their ward 
during the term of office upon written notice to the Permitting and 
Inspections Department. 
 
 (b) In all cases arising out of this section in which the 
Permitting and Inspections Department is required to determine the 
identity or composition of or ownership interests in an applicant 
or licensee, or to determine whether a transfer of an ownership 
interest in an applicant or licensee has taken place, he shall look 
to the substance rather than the form of transactions and any 
person aggrieved may appeal the Permitting and Inspections 
Department's determination to the city manager. 
(Code 1968, § 901.11; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 562-84, § 7, 4-23-84; 
Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
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Sec. 15-12. Fees and expiration dates. 
 
 (a) Unless specified elsewhere in this Code, fees for 
licenses issued pursuant to this Code and the expiration date of 
each license shall be as follows: 
 
 
Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
Ch. 3, 
Art. II 
 

 
Bottle clubs (must 
obtain FSE and 
entertainment if 
applicable) 

 
 
$940.00 

 
 
June 30 
 

Ch. 3, 
Art. III 

Brewery, Winery and 
On-Premises 
Consumption 
Distillery License 
(must obtain FSE 
and/or entertainment 
if applicable) 

$525.00 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 

Ch. 3, 
Art. III 

Small Brewery, Winery 
and Distillery 
Manufacturing License  

$250.00  

Effective 
November 1, 2019; 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 

Ch. 3, 
Art. III 

Large Brewery, Winery 
and Distillery 
Manufacturing License  

$2,000  

Effective 
November 1, 2019; 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 

 
 

 
Amusement devices 
(other than pinball 
and adult 
amusements), per 
device 

 
$153.00 

 
Twelve months or 
concurrent with 
state liquor 
license or with 
any city license 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
 

 
Pinball machines, per 
device 

 
$153.00 

 
Twelve months or 
concurrent with 
state liquor 
license or with 
any city license 
 

 
 

 
Adult amusement 
devices, per location 

 
$978.00 

 
Twelve months or 
concurrent with 
state liquor 
license or with 
any city license 
 

 
Ch. 4, 
Art. III 

 
Entertainment: 

 
 

 
 
 

 Single Entertainment 
Event – Private 
Property 

$50 Per event 

 Single Entertainment 
Event – Public 
Property 

$50 Per event 

 Indoor Entertainment $500 12 months or 
concurrent with 
state liquor 
license or any 
city license 

 Outdoor Entertainment $700 12 months or 
concurrent with 
state liquor 
license or any 
city license 

 Combined 
Entertainment 

$800 12 months or 
concurrent with 
state liquor 
license or any 
city license 

 Expanded 
Entertainment 
Addendum 

$100 Per event 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

Ch. 4, 
Art. IV 

 
Gaming: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Beano 

 
$104.00 

 
December 31 
 

 
 

 
Games of chance 
(application fee 
pursuant to section 
15-6 only) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Ch. 4, 
Art. V 

 
Nudity in licensed 
businesses 

 
$1,474.00 

 
June 30 
 

 
Ch. 11, 
Art. II 

 
Food service 
establishments (FSE): 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Temporary FSE: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
a. Unopened 
prepackaged food 

 
$93.00 

 
Three months 
 

 
 

 
b. Opened or 
nonprepackaged food 

 
$93.00 

 
Per event not to 
exceed two weeks 
 

 
 

 
Mobile FSE 
(Chapter 19) 
a. pushcarts 

 
$322.00 

 
March 31 
 

        

 
b. Food Trucks 

 
$546.00 

 
March 31 

 
 

 
Street vendor cooler 
storage space – 
maximum of 7 sq. ft. 

 
$38.00 per 3.5 sq. 
ft. of space 

 
March 31 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
 

 
FSE-No food 
preparation on 
premises 

 
$181.00 

 
January 31 
 

 
 

 
FSE-With preparation 
limited to hot 
beverages only 

 
$142.00 

 
January 31 
 

 
 

 
FSE-With beer and 
wine take out 

 
$415.00 

 
January 31 
 

 
 

 
FSE/Commissary - Food 
preparation on 
premises 

 
$459.00 

 
January 31 
 

 Marijuana Food 
Processing 
Establishment 

$459.00 Concurrent with 
marijuana license 

 
 

 
FSE's with liquor: 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Class A lounge 
(Class X) 

 
$2,774.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Class A 
restaurant (Class I) 

 
$1,873.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Hotel (Class IA) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Class A 
restaurant/lounge 
(Class XI) 

 
$2,326.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Qualified 
catering service 
(Class I) 

 
$1,873.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
 

 
Innholder-15 rooms or 
less 

 
$1,436.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
Innholder-16 to 40 
rooms 

 
$1,928.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
Innholder-more than 
40 rooms 

 
$2,239.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 

 
 

 
FSE-Spirituous 
license (Class II) 

 
$611.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Vinous license 
(Class III) 

 
$410.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Malt license 
(Class IV) 

 
$824.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Malt and vinous 
license (Classes III 
and IV combined) 

 
$906.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Nonprofit club 
(Class IV with 
catering or Class V 
without catering) 

 
$737.00 

 
Concurrent with 
state liquor 
license 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Liquor catering 

 
$33.00 

 
Per event 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
 

 
FSE-Temporary (bona 
fide nonprofit 
organization) with 
any spirituous, 
vinous or malt 
license and special 
entertainment 
 

 
$65.00 

 
Per 2-day period 
 

 FSE-Auditorium $584.00 Concurrent with 
State Liquor 
License 
 

 FSE-Civic Auditorium 
 

$1,851.00 Concurrent with 
State Liquor 
License 
 

 
Ch. 12, 
Art. VII 

 
Operation of 
rendering facilities 

 
263.00 

 
September 30 
 

 
Ch. 16 

 
Massage establishment 

 
$65.00 

 
September 30 
 

 
 

 
Combined massage 
establishment/massage 
therapist 

 
$55.00 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Massage therapist 

 
$38.00 

 
 
 

 Conditional massage 
therapist 

$38.00  

Ch. 19, 
Art. II 

Night Street Vendor 
(must also obtain FSE 
and street vendor) 

 
$218.00 

 
 

Ch. 19, 
Art. III 

Transient sellers  
$109.00 

 
December 31 
 

Ch. 21 Farmers’ Markets on 
private property 

$26 per vendor March 31 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
Ch. 23, 
Art. II 

 
Flea market seller 

 
$22.00 

 
Last day of 
February 
 

  
Flea market 
Operator 

 
$55.00 
$246.00 

 
Per day 
Annual/March 1st 

  
Secondhand dealer, 
junk dealer, 
pawnbroker1 

(including used cars) 

 
$153.00 

 
December 31 
 

  
Junk collector 

 
$26.00 

 
December 31 
 

 
Ch. 28, 
Art. IV 

 
Wreckers and vehicle 
towing 

 
$278.00 

 
June 30 
 

 
Ch. 28, 
Art. VII 

 
Valet Parking 

 
$ 2 7 3 . 0 0  p e r   
l o c a t i o n 
 

 
Twelve months 

 Valet Parking Special 
Event 
Permit 

$64.00  

 
Ch. 28, 
Art. 
VIII 

Licensing of Booting 
of Motor Vehicles   

$105.00 October 31 

 
Ch. 30, 
Art. II 

 
Taxicabs and 
liveries: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Taxicab business 
license 

 
315.00 

 
April 30 
 

 
 

 
Livery business 
license 

 
315.00 

 
April 30 
 

 
 

 
Taxicab driver's 
license  

 
79.00 

 
April 30 
 

                     
1 Reflects city practice for junk dealers and pawnbrokers. 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
 

 
Taxi 
Replacement license  

 
11.00 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Livery driver's 
license 

 
21.00 

 
April 30 
 

  
Livery replacement 
license 
 

11.00  

 
Ch. 30, 
Art. III 

 
Horse-drawn cabs 

 
210.00, 
plus 21.00 per 
driver 

 
April 30 
 

Ch. 30, 
Art. IV 

Bicycle cabs 105.00, plus 21.00 
per driver 

April 30 
 

 

Ch.30, 
Art. V 

 

Tour companies 
 

315.00, 
plus 32.00 per 
vehicle/operator 
operator 

 

April 30 

Ch. 35 Marijuana Cultivation 
– Tier 1 

500.00 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 

 Marijuana Cultivation 
– Tier 2 

5,000.00 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 

 Marijuana Cultivation 
– Tier 3 

10,000.00 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 

 Manufacturing – 
manual 

2,500.00 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 

 Manufacturing – high 
hazard 

5,000.00 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 
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Location 
in Code 

 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 Retail Marijuana – 
medical 

5,000.00 
 

Twelve months 

 Retail Marijuana – 
adult use 

10,000 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 

 Small Scale Marijuana 
Caregiver 

250.00 
 

Twelve months 

 Marijuana Testing 1,000.00 
 

Twelve 
months/concurrent 
with state 
license 

    

 
 
 
 (b) Fees for licenses to be established by the city pursuant 
to state law shall be as follows: 
 
 
 
Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
Amusements, including 
images; pageantry; 
sleight of hand tricks; 
puppet shows; feats of 
balancing; wire 
dancing; personal 
agility; or dexterity 

 
$22.00 

 
Per day 
 

 
Billiards or pool, per 
table 

 
$33.00 

 
Twelve months or 
concurrent with state 
liquor license or 
with any city license 

 
Bowling alley, per 
establishment 

 
$92.00 

 
April 30 
 

 
Circus 

 
$181.00 

 
Per day 
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Description 

 
Fee 

 
Expiration 
Date 
 

 
Circus (bona fide 
nonprofit organization) 

 
$27.00 

 
Per day 
 

 
Going-out-of-business 
sale 

 
$104.00 

 
-- 
 

 
Menageries 

 
$22.00 

 
Per day 
 

 
Motion picture theatres 
(other than open-air 
drive-in) operating 
more than six (6) 
months: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Seating capacity 999 or 
less, per screen 

 
$295.00 

 
June 30 
 

 
Seating capacity 1,000 
or more, per screen 

 
$486.00 

 
June 30 
 

 
Temporary--One (1) week 
or less 

 
$33.00 

 
One week 
 

 
Temporary--More than 
one (1) week but less 
than two (2) months 

 
$49.00 

 
Two months 
 

 
Temporary--More than 
two (2) months but less 
than six (6) months 

 
$77.00 

 
Six months 
 

 
Roller skating rink 

 
$164.00 

 
June 30 
 

 
(Code 1968, §§ 302.6, 414.1, 414.5, 712.2, 714.6, 714.7, 901.12; Ord. No. 391-72, 
7-5-72; Ord. No. 201-74, 4-17-74; Ord. No. 645a-75, 11-17-75; Ord. No. 231-80, 
12-22-80; Ord. No. 553-81, § 1, 3-2-81; Ord. No. 554-81, 3-2-81; Ord. No. 576-81, 
§ 2, 3-16-81; Ord. No. 694-81, 5-18-81; Ord. No. 82-81, § 1, 7-6-81; Ord. No. 
392-82, 2-1-82; Ord. No. 564-82, 5-17-82; Ord. No. 565-82, 5-17-82; Ord. No. 
566-82, 5-17-82; Ord. No. 510-84, § 1, 4-2-84; Ord. No. 591, 5-21-84; Ord. No. 
658-84, 5-30-84; Ord. No. 431-85, § 3, 2-20-85; Ord. No. 554-85, 5-14-85; Ord. 
No. 212-85, §§ 1, 2, 10-21-85; Ord. No. 116-86, § 1, 3-3-86; Ord. No. 551-86, 
5-12-86; Ord. No. 189-87, § 2, 12-7-87; Ord. No. 386-88, 5-16-88; Ord. No. 
425-89, 5-15-89; Ord. No. 29-89, 6-19-89; Ord. No. 258-90, 2-21-90; Ord. No. 
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351-90, 5-21-90; Ord. No. 264-91, 3-4-91; Ord. No. 358-91, 5-20-91; Ord. No. 
183-91, 12-2-91; Ord. No. 175-92, 3-16-92; Ord. No. 245-93, 3-22-93; Ord. No. 
83-93, § 1, 9-8-93; Ord. No. 94-93, 9-20-93; Ord. No. 221-94, § 2, 2-23-94; Ord. 
No. 314-94, 5-16-94; Ord. No. 229-95, 4-3-95; Ord. No. 34-95, 7-5-95; Ord. No. 
264-96, § 1, 5-20-96; Ord. No. 128-98, 10-19-98; Ord. No. 282-99, §2, 5-17-99; 
Ord. No. 228-00, §1, 5-15-00; Ord. No. 276-01, 5-21-01; Ord. No. 277-01, 5-21-01; 
Ord. No. 119-01/02, § 6, 12-3-01; Ord. No. 258-01/02, 5-20-02; Ord. No. 260-
01/02, 5-20-02; Ord. No. 246-02/03, 5-19-03; Ord. No. 248-02/03, 5-19-03; Ord. 
No. 180-03/04, 4-7-04; Ord. No.217-03/04, 5-17-04; Ord. No. 68-04/05, 10-4-04; 
Ord. No. 247-04/05, 5-16-05; Ord. No. 245-05/06, 5-15-06; Ord. No. 227-06/07, 5-
21-07; Ord. No. 196-07/08, 4-28-08; Ord. No. 246, 07-08, 5-19-08; Ord. No. 224-
09/10, 5-17-10; Ord. No.229-12/13, 5-20-13; Ord. No. 159-12/13, 4-22-13; Ord. 52-
14/15, 9-15-2014; )Ord. 246-14/15, 6-24-2015; Ord. 109-15/16, 11-16-2015; Ord. 
181-15/16, 3-21-2016; Ord. 180-15/16, 3-21-2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017; Ord. 
No. 111-17/18, 11-20-2017; Ord. No. 218-17/18, 5-21-2018; Ord. No. 244, 5-20-
2019; Ord. No. 285-19/20, 7-15-2019; Ord. No. 25-19/20, 8-12-2019; Ord. No. 166-
19/20, 5-18-2020) 
 
Sec. 15-12.1. Waiver of fees. 
 

The city council may, in its discretion, waive or reduce any 
fee required of any nonprofit organization where the council 
determines that the purpose of the licensed activity or the funds 
to be raised by the activity are of direct benefit to the citizens 
of the city.  Additionally, the Permitting and Inspections 
Department may waive or reduce the fee required of the nonprofit 
organization for a temporary food service establishment license 
when the organization demonstrates that it will retain 100 percent 
of the proceeds of the temporary sale of food. 
(Ord. No. 527-82, 5-3-82; Ord. No.230-12/13, 5-20-13; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-
2016; Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 

Editor's note--Ord. No. 527-82, adopted May 3, 1982, added a new § 901.12A 
to the 1968 Code, which provisions, at the discretion of the editor, have been 
codified as § 15-12.1 of this Code. 
 
Sec. 15-13. Supplementation of applications. 
 

Whenever a license is in effect, the licensee shall be 
responsible for notifying the Permitting and Inspections Department 
in writing of any material change in facts set forth in the 
application for any license held from the city within seven (7) 
days thereafter. Failure to comply with this requirement shall be a 
violation of this chapter. 
(Code 1968, § 901.13; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; 
Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 
 
Sec. 15-14. Violations. 
 

In addition to any action which may be taken by the Permitting 
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and Inspections Department or the city council with respect to the 
suspension or revocation of a license: 

 
(a) Violation of this chapter, or of any licensing provisions 

of the city governed by this chapter, or of any rule made pursuant 
thereto shall be a civil violation subject to the penalties of 
section 1-15; and 

 
(b) The Permitting and Inspections Department is authorized 

to institute, or cause to be instituted by the corporation counsel, 
in the name of the city, any and all actions, legal or equitable, 
that may be appropriate or necessary for the enforcement of the 
provisions of this article. 
(Code 1968, § 901.14; Ord. No. 231-80, 12-22-80; Ord. No. 165-15/16, 3-7-2016; 
Ord. 18-17/18, 8-21-2017) 

 
Sec. 15-14.5. Inspections. 
 
 (a) A licensee must allow any city official who is on duty 
access to the licensed premises at the same times and in the same 
manner as access is allowed to the public except that no entry fee 
may be charged. 
 
 (b) A licensee must also allow access to the licensed 
premises to any city official authorized to determine compliance 
with federal, state or city law at any reasonable time, including 
any time that access is allowed to the public. 
 
 (c) A violation of this section is grounds for license 
nonrenewal, suspension, or revocation, in addition to any other 
penalties authorized by this Code. 
(Ord. No. 27-96, 7-15-96) 
 

Editor's note--Ord. No. 27-96, passed Jul. 15, 1996, amended this Code by 
adding provisions to be included as § 15-15. Such provisions have been 
redesignated as § 15-14.5 at the discretion of the editor, inasmuch as other 
provisions were previously codified as § 15-15. 
 

ARTICLE II. RESERVED* 
 
 

---------- 
*Editor's note--Ord. No. 129-98, adopted Oct. 19, 1998, repealed Art. 

II, Divs. 1 and 2, §§ 15-15--15-20, relative to moratorium on liquor licenses, 
which derived from Ord. No. 325-92, §§ 1--3, adopted Apr. 23, 1992; Ord. No. 
116-92, adopted Oct. 5, 1992; Ord. No. 103-95, adopted Nov. 6, 1995; and Ord. 
No. 222-96, adopted May 6, 1996. 
---------- 



City of Portland Licenses and Permits 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 15 
Sec. 15-14 Rev. 12-22-1980 
 

15-25 

 
Sec. 15-15.  Reserved. 
Sec. 15-16.  Reserved. 
Sec. 15-17.  Reserved. 
Sec. 15-18.  Reserved. 
Sec. 15-19.  Reserved. 
Sec. 15-20.  Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. STATE LIQUOR LICENSES AND SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT 
LICENSES 

 
DIVISION 1. RENEWALS. 

 
Sec. 15-21. Renewal hearings for state liquor licenses or name 
changes. 
 
 The City License Administrator is authorized to approve the 
renewal of State liquor licenses, name changes, or any changes in 
license classification other than a change allowing the sale of 
spirituous alcohol, without holding a hearing, unless the License 
Administrator determines that hearing is necessary, or has 
received a request from a member of the City Council or a City 
official for a hearing on a specific application.  Hearings shall 
be held by the City Council. 
 (Ord. No. 146-96, 1-17-96; Ord. No. 98-03/04, 11-17-03; Ord. No. 285-19/20, 
7-15-2019) 
 
Sec. 15-22. Reserved.
Sec. 15-23. Reserved.
Sec. 15-24. Reserved.
Sec. 15-25. Reserved.
Sec. 15-26. Reserved.
Sec. 15-27. Reserved.
Sec. 15-28. Reserved.
Sec. 15-29. Reserved.
Sec. 15-30. Reserved.
 
--------- 
 *Editor’s note- Pursuant to Council Order 81-09/10, passed on October 
19, 2009 repealed Article IV in its entirety and was replaced with Division 2 
(Site restriction) and Division 3 (Training requirements). 
--------- 
 

DIVISION 2.  SITE RESTRICTION. 
 
Sec. 15-31. Site restrictions. 
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 The City License Examiner shall not accept an application 
for a State liquor license of any type for a business that will 
be located on premises that are the same, or substantially the 
same, as premises that held a business for which a liquor license 
of any type was not renewed, for a period of one hundred and 
eighty (180) days following the later of the date of the non-
renewal, or the date of a final decision in any appeal of the 
non-renewal.  Any premises containing some but not all of the 
original premises shall be considered substantially the same as 
the original premises. 
(Ord. No. 152-03/04, 2-23-04; Ord. No. 81-09/10, 10-19-09) 
 
Sec. 15-32. Reserved.
Sec. 15-33. Reserved.
Sec. 15-34. Reserved.
Sec. 15-35. Reserved.
Sec. 15-36. Reserved.
Sec. 15-37. Reserved.
Sec. 15-38. Reserved.
Sec. 15-39. Reserved.
Sec. 15-40. Reserved.
 

DIVISION 3. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Sec. 15-41. Training requirements for individuals who serve 
alcohol. 
 
 Individuals who serve alcoholic beverages pursuant to a 
liquor license that allows the service of alcohol for consumption 
on the premises must complete a server training program certified 
by the state bureau of liquor enforcement no later than September 
1, 2010, or within ninety (90) days of the commencement of his or 
her employment with a licensee if said employment begins within 
ninety (90) days of September 1, 2010 or thereafter. 
(Ord. No. 81-09/10, 10-19-09) 
 
Sec. 15-42.  Record keeping. 
 
 Liquor licensees whose license allows the service of alcohol 
for consumption on the premises shall maintain on the licensed 
premises, or in the case of a caterer at the principle place of 
business, written records of the server training programs 
completed by individuals who serve alcohol and shall produce 
those records upon request by the city license administrator, a 
member of the Portland police department, or an agent of the 
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state bureau of liquor enforcement. 
(Ord. No. 81-09/10, 10-19-09) 
 
Sec. 15-43.  Failure to meet training requirements. 
 
 Failure to meet the training requirement imposed by section 
15-41 may result in the denial of a liquor license pursuant to 
28-A M.R.S.A. §653(2)(G). 
(Ord. NO. 81-09/10, 10-19-09) 
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