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Congress Square is a high quality, distinctive urban space that 
epitomizes the Arts District while remaining ACCESSIBLE and 

INVITING to all. YEAR-ROUND, the Square provides
a welcome break in the dense, historic district street wall where 

one encounters a RANGE OF ACTIVITIES including events 
and installations that CELEBRATE LOCAL ARTS AND CUL-

TURE, and fosters SPONTANEITY, INFORMAL GATHERING, 
and FUN. As a gateway intersection, the redesigned Congress 

Square places priority on the PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE and
SAFETY while accommodating all transportation modes

in an efficient manner.

CONGRESS SQUARE REDESIGN

VISION STATEMENT 



A
PR

 2
01

7

JA
N

 2
01

7

D
EC

 2
01

6

N
O

V 
20

16

O
C

T 
20

16

SE
P 

20
16

AU
G

 2
01

6

FE
B 

20
17

M
A

R 
20

17

100%
SCHEMATIC
DESIGN

PUBLIC MEETING #1
OCT 4-6, 2016

Data Collection & Assessment Concept Refinement & Deliverables
Community Visioning

& Concept Development

PUBLIC MEETING #2 
DEC 15, 2016

PUBLIC MEETING #3 
MAR 16, 2017

SCHEMATIC DESIGN PHASE

City Council Review

CONGRESS SQUARE REDESIGN

PROCESS & SCHEDULE 
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ACCESSIBILIT Y
| ACCESSIBLE +WELCOMING point of entry

| A more accessible space FOR ALL USERS

| Seating opportunities: PERMANENT + MOVABLE CHAIRS

CONNECTIVIT Y
| Creating a UNIFIED SPACE

| Access and connection INTO THE SPACE as well as 

connected to spaces ACROSS THE STREETS

| Allow DIAGONAL MOVEMENT through park

| THRESHOLD + SENSE OF ARRIVAL

IDENTIT Y
| Balance of CONTEMPLATIVE and ACTIVE space 

| SURROUNDING ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER helps to 

define identity and define space

| Use ART to establish the Square’s identity

| A GREEN NODE as a visual surprise

| Increase element of DISCOVERY
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CONGRESS SQUARE REDESIGN

THEMATIC APPROACH
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN

SITE PLAN
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Congress Square Park
Proposed Outdoor Dining/Cafe’ Area
Proposed Main Stage Area
Proposed Storage Pavilion
Proposed Art Installation
PMA Plaza
Existing ‘7’ Sculpture
Proposed Streetscape 
Proposed Street Alignment
Proposed Food Truck Space
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN

CIRCULATION
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN

PHASING

PHASE A
- Roadway Improvement (~31,000SF)
- Streetscape (~14,930SF)
- PMA Plaza (~5,670SF)

PHASE B
- Congress Square Park (~14,440SF)

TOTAL PROJECT  (PHASE A+B)
~66,040SF
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN

PLANTING PALETTE

QM Quercus macrocarpa
QB Quercus bicolor
NS Nyssa sylvatica
BP Betula populifolia 
AL Amelanchier laevis
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN

PLANTING PALETTE

C A N O P Y  T R E E S

A C C E N T  T R E E S

QM Quercus macrocarpa | Bur Oak QB Quercus bicolor | Swamp White Oak NS Nyssa sylvatica |Black Gum

BP Betula populifolia | Grey Birch AL Amelanchier laevis | Allegheny Serviceberry



G R O U N D  P L A N E

H E R B A C E O U S  P E R E N N I A L S  +  A C C E N T  S H R U B

S H R U B S
CLETHRA ALNIFOLIA ‘COMPACTA’

COMPTONIA PEREGRINA

ILEX VERTICILLATA 'RED SPRITE'

ILEX VERTICILLATA ‘JIM DANDY’

ROSA VIRGINIANA

G R A S S E S _ S U N

DESCHAMPSIA CESPITOSA

PANICUM VIRGATUM ‘SHENANDOAH'

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM ‘STANDING OVATION’

F E R N S / S E D G E S _ S H A D E

ATHYRIUM ANGUSTUM

CAREX APPALACHICA

CAREX EBURNEA

CAREX PENSYLVANICA

POLYSTICHUM ACROSTICHOIDES

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

PLANTING PALETTE



F L O W E R I N G  P E R E N N I A L S _ S U N

AMSONIA TABERNAEMONTANA VAR. SALICIFOLIA

ASCLEPIAS TUBEROSA

BAPTISIA ‘PURPLE SMOKE’

CAMPANULA ROTUNDIFOLIA

EUTROCHIUM (EUPATORIUM) DUBIUM ‘LITTLE JOE’

LIATRIS SPICATA

MONARDA FISTULOSA ‘CLAIRE GRACE’

PHLOX PANICULATA ‘JEANA'

PYCNANTHEMUM TENIFOLIUM

SOLIDAGO CAESIA

SYMPHYOTRICHUM (ASTER) LAEVE

SYMPHYOTRICHUM (ASTER) OBLONGIFOLIUM ‘OCTOBER SKIES'

VERNONIA GLAUCA

VERNONIA NOVEBORACENSIS

VERONICA STRUM VIRGINICUM
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P E R E N N I A L S _ S H A D E

ACTAEA (CIMICIFUGA) RACEMOSA 

ACTAEA RUBRA

CAMPANULA AMERICANA

CAULOPHYLLUM THALICTROIDES

EURYBIA (ASTER) DIVARICATA

GERANIUM MACULATUM

PHLOX DIVARICATA

PHLOX STOLONIFERA

SOLIDAGO FLEXICAULIS

SYMPHYOTRICHUM (ASTER) CORDIFOLIUM

TIARELLA CORDIFLIA
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PLANTING PALETTE



SCHEMATIC DESIGN

GREEN AREA

E X I S T I N G P R O P O S E D
4361.96 SF (30% OF PARK) 4031.93 SF (27.6% OF PARK)



SCHEMATIC DESIGN

TREES

E X I S T I N G P R O P O S E D
19 TREES 27 TREES



SCHEMATIC DESIGN

MATERIAL PALETTE
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MATERIAL PALETTE
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DESIGN ELEMENTS

SEATING
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I N T E G R AT E D  S E AT  W A L L L O U N G E  P L AT F O R M M O V A B L E  C H A I R S

DESIGN ELEMENTS

SEATING



DESIGN ELEMENTS

WATER+PLAY

 ~1,150 SF

 ~450 SF
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DESIGN ELEMENTS

WATER+PLAY



CONGR E S S SQUAR E
SPACE  PL A N N I N G



MUSIC PERFORMANCE

ART PERFORMANCE

STREET PERFORMERS

MOVIE SCREENING (150 -300 people)

PROJECTION ON BUILDINGS

OUTDOOR MUSEUM AT PMA

SPACE PL ANNING

PERFORMANCE
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M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E M E D I A  P R O J E C T I O N A R T  P E R F O R M A N C E

SPACE PL ANNING

PERFORMANCE
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TAICHI (10 PERSONS EACH CIRCLE)

YOGA (20SF PER EACH MAT)

POP-UP LIBRARY (225 SF PER EACH POD)

30 MATS

70 MATS

20 MATS
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T A I C H I Y O G A P O P - U P  L I B R A R Y

SPACE PL ANNING

EVENTS DAY-TO-DAY



SEASONAL FESTIVAL

SUNDAY MARKET

DANCE NIGHT (12'X22' DANCE FLOOR)
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SEASONAL FESTIVAL
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F A L L  F E S T I V A LS U N D AY  M A R K E TD A N C E

SPACE PL ANNING

EVENTS SPECIAL



LET 'S MEET AT CONGRESS SQUARE











x PATRICK CULLINA x SEBAGO TECHNICS



THANK YOU!




